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Owners of private urban and rural transportation companies throughout Honduras initiated a
strike at 6 a.m. local time Oct. 20, affecting both passenger and freight transport. According to
an Associated Press report, the Honduran economy has been virtually paralyzed. The strike was
declared by leaders of the Federation of Private Transport Companies (Federacion de Empresas
Libres del Transporte), an organization consisting of at least 500 members, including owners of
buses and taxis. The objectives of the strike were to pressure President Jose Azona Hoyo into
increasing state subsidies for transport companies, eliminating taxes on the introduction of a
large number of automobiles, and firing Transportation Director General, Marco Tulio Laitano.
The official has been accused of corruption and abuse of authority. Azcona Hoyo told reporters
the decision of federation leaders was reckless. "They wish to corral me, but I will not permit
it." The president said dialogue with transport executives would not take place under pressure,
and that the government would not act until transport services were resumed. Azona added he
was extremely irritated because the federation had made its decision without first discussing all
relevant considerations with government authorities. In an announcement broadcast nationwide,
the president called on all individual vehicle owners to put the vehicles at the disposition of the
population. The armed forces and the government have made their vehicles available for persons
going to and from work. According to Azcona Hoyo, the transport owners are few in number, and
are motivated by personal wealth enhancement. Business monopolies, he said, should not exist in
Honduras, a free enterprise economy. Honduras is considered the most impoverished country in
Central America, and the third poorest in Latin America, after Haiti and Bolivia.
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